HO        THE END OF BORLEY RECTORY
with the busts of two evil-looking monks,1 carved in multi-
coloured marble, well executed, but sinister.
This mantelpiece (with another marble specimen in the
drawing-room) was brought from Italy, and was fixed by Italian
workmen. It was quite possible for anyone standing in the drive,
and peering through the window (before it was blocked up), to
see these monks plainly; in fact, the light of the bay window in
the dining-room shone right on it. (See Plan.) The first time
I saw the mantelpiece I concluded that the monks had been
placed there in order to recall either the monastic site on which
tradition said the Rectory was built; or, perhaps, to perpetuate
in stone the legend of the monk and nun.
Miss Margaret G. Bruce, writing on November 22, 1943, from
Dufban, South Africa, said that the wells should be cleared out
and that the remains of the nun or lay brother (of the legend)
might be found in one of them. The main well has been cleared
out several times during the past three hundred years. As for
the wells in the cellar, these we tackled in August 1943, with
what results will emerge later. The main well is ancient.
THE 'SMOKE' ON THE LAWN
The Rev. D. L. Booth, St Michael's Vicarage, Sutton Ings,
Hull, suggests (December 2, 1943) that the nun might be found
in the cats* cemetery; under the fir-tree; at the spot where smoke
came up from the lawn; or under the stone marked CB.9 The
reader knows why we did not dig up the trees or garden, and
the reason why we did not disturb the stone, As for the smoke
on the lawn, this requires a little explanation. In my previous
monograph2 is recorded a curious story: A painter named Hardy
was one day painting the outside of the Rectory, just before my
tenancy ended. Suddenly a fellow-workman called him into the
library (overlooking the garden) and pointed to a column of
smoke rising vertically from the centre of the lawn. They
watched the smoke for about two minutes, and then it suddenly
disappeared. The men immediately visited the spot, but could
1 Shown in Plate IV of The Most Haunted House in England,
2   The Most Haunted House in England, pp,